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ST. VINCENT PALLOTTI HIGH SCHOOL
REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION
Religion

4 credits (Students entering after 9th grade earn one credit each
year while at Pallotti).

English

4 credits (Each student must take, and pass, 1 credit of
English during each year enrolled at Pallotti and total a
minimum of 4 credits).

Mathematics

4 credits (Each student must take, and pass, 1 credit of
Mathematics during each year enrolled at Pallotti and total a
minimum of 4 credits)

Science

3 credits of laboratory sciences--including Biology and
Chemistry. We recommend 4 credits.

Social Studies

3 credits—including World History, United States History,
and American Government.

Foreign Language

2 credits of the same language. We recommend
3 years of the same language.**

Health and Physical Education

1 credit total; ½ credit in each.

Visual and Performing Arts

At least ½ credit.

Technology and Business

At least ½ credit in technology.

Christian Service

80 hours of Service (Students must complete a minimum of 20
hours during each year enrolled at Pallotti.)

Electives

5 credits total. Elective credits can be earned from any
department. For example, students could take both Chemistry
and AP Biology their Junior year— after having taken 1st year
Biology Sophomore year. In that scenario, one Junior Science
course would ‘count’ in the Science requirement while the
other would be considered an Elective.

Graduation with Honors

All of the above requirements still apply. Students must also
take at least 8 Honors courses, of which at least 2 must be
Advanced Placement courses. Students also must maintain a
3.5 GPA or above.

Total

27 credits*

Note: Students must be enrolled in 7 courses each semester and earn 27 total credits to graduate, unless granted special
approval by the Assistant Principal for Academics.
**Students in the Learning Center are required to take only 1 credit of Foreign Language; however, many Universities
(including all MD state schools) require 2 or 3 (University of Maryland College Park) years of a language.

Course Offerings 2019-2020
All Courses are 1 credit (one year) unless specified as (1/2 year)
Department of Religion (pg. 6)

Department of Foreign Language (pg. 21)

Foundations of Faith and Scripture
The Mission of Jesus and the Church
Church History and Sacraments
Ethics: Catholic Moral and Social Teaching*
World Religions (½ year) (also Social Science course)

Spanish I, II*, III*, IV*
AP Spanish**
French I, II*, III*, IV*
AP French**
Latin I, III*, IV*
Mandarin I, II, III, IV*

Department of English (pg. 8)
Introduction to Literature and Composition*
American Literature*
British Literature*
AP English Language and Composition**
Senior Literature
Honors Literary Criticism (senior course)
AP English Literature and Composition**
Creative Writing (½ year)
Introduction to Journalism: Yearbook (elective)
Introduction to Journalism: Newspaper (elective)

Department of Mathematics (pg. 11)
Algebra I with Math Seminar
Algebra I*
Geometry*
Algebra II with Trigonometry Concepts
Algebra II and Trigonometry*
Pre-Calculus*
Calculus
Statistics and Probability
Financial Algebra
AP Calculus AB**
AP Calculus BC
AP Statistics (online)

Departments of Visual and Performing Arts (pg. 25)
Visual Arts
Fundamentals of Art (½ year)
Graphic Design (½ year)
Digital Art (½ year)
Digital Photography I, II (½ year)
Drawing I, II (½ year)
Painting I, II (½ year)
Sculpture (½ year) #
Intro. to Printmaking (½ year) #
Art Atelier I, II, IV [AA]
AP Studio Art 2D** [AA]
Independent Studio I-IV [AA]
Theatre Arts
Drama (½ year)
Acting I-III (I & III are ½ year)
Intro. to Directing & Playwriting (½ yr)

Forensics I, II (½ year)
Theatre Production I, II [AA]
Theatre History I, II [AA]
Dramatic Emerging Artist [AA]
Graduate Aria [AA]

Theatre Small Ensemble [AA]
Theatre Applied Performance I-IV [AA]

Instrumental & Vocal Music
Strings
Concert Band
Wind Ensemble*
Band/Chorus
Chorus I-IV
Music Theory I-IV [AA]
Instr. Performance Practice I-IV [AA]
Instr. Applied Performance I-IV [AA]
Instrumental Small Ensemble [AA]
Vocal Performance Practice I-IV [AA]
Vocal Applied Performance I-IV [AA]
Vocal Small Ensemble [AA]
Dance
Intro to Dance (also P.E. Course) #
Dance I-IV [AA]
Dance Performance Production [AA]
Dance Repertoire I-IV [AA]

Department of Science (pg. 14)
Applied Physical Science* (½ year)
Honors ASAP Biology
Biology*
Chemistry*
Human Anatomy and Physiology (½ year)
Marine Biology (½ year)
Zoology (1/2 year)
Paleobiology (1/2)
Food Chemistry (1/2 year)
Physics
AP Biology**
AP Chemistry**
AP Environmental Science**
AP Physics 1** (online)

Department of Social Studies (pg. 18)
World History*
United States History*
American Government*
Sociology (½ year)
Psychology (½ year)
World Religions (½ year) (also Religion course)
AP United States History**
AP American Government and Politics**
AP World History** #
AP European History** #
AP Psychology**

Department of Health and Physical Education (pg. 35)
Health (½ year)
Team Sports (½ year)
Women’s Fitness (½ year)
Introduction to Sports Medicine: Athletic Training (½ year)
Contract P.E. (½ year) (Must be on Pallotti sports team)

Department of Technology and Engineering (pg. 36)
Technology
Intro. to Technology
Graphic Design (½ year) (also Arts)
Digital Art (½ year) (also Arts)
Intro. to Computer Programming
Hon. Robotics* (½ year)

AP Computer Science Principles**
AP Computer Science A** #
Engineering
Introduction to Engineering Design*
Principles of Engineering*

Department of Business (pg. 39)
Business (½ year)
Marketing (½ year)

Personal Finance (½ year)

Department of Student Assistance (pg. 40)
Pallotti Transitions (½ year)
Learning Center

Note: The school reserves the right to cancel any class for administrative reasons, such as not having a minimum number of students.

Symbols Key:
*

These courses are offered at the Honors level as well. Honors courses are more rigorous and carry a higher GPA weight.
Students are encouraged to take the highest level course offered—in which they can succeed.

**

Courses designated with a double asterisk (**) are offered at the Advanced Placement (AP) level. These are the most
rigorous courses we offer—and therefore carry the highest GPA weight. Students are encouraged to pursue AP courses in
the subjects of their interests and talents, so long as they are willing to work at a college level of commitment.

[AA]
#

These courses are available only to students enrolled in the Pallotti Arts Academy.
These courses are offered only every other year. Course titles in black (followed by a hashtag) will be offered this school
year, but not next year. Course titles shaded in gray will not be offered this school year, but will be offered next year.

Sample 4 Year Student Schedules
Below are two examples of a typical 4 year schedule plan for a student at St. Vincent Pallotti High School. There are
many possible variations other than the courses listed here. Your Guidance Counselor will work with you on what plan
is best for you.

College Prep
9th Grade

10th Grade

11th Grade

12th Grade

1 Religion

Foundations of Faith

Mission of Jesus

Church History

Ethics

2 English

Introduction to
Literature
Algebra I

American Literature

British Literature

Senior Literature

Geometry

Algebra II/Trig

Pre-Calculus

Applied Physical
Science
World History

Biology

Chemistry

Electives

U.S. History

Electives

Spanish I
French I
Mandarin I
Pallotti Transitions /
Health /
Intro. to Technology

Spanish II
French II
Mandarin II
Team Sports /
Fundamentals of Art/
Electives

American
Government
Spanish III
French III
Mandarin III
Electives

9th Grade

10th Grade

3 Math
4 Science
5 Social Studies
6 Language

7 Other

Electives

Electives

Honors
11th Grade

Foundations of Faith

Mission of Jesus

Church History

Honors Introduction
to Literature

Honors American
Literature

AP English Lang
or Honors Brit Lit

12th Grade
Honors Ethics

5 Religion
AP English Lit
or Honors
Literary Criticism
Honors Algebra I or Honors Geometry or Honors Pre-calculus AP Calculus AB AP
1 Math
Calculus BC
Honors Algebra
Honors Geometry
AP Statistics
II/Trig
 Hon. Chemistry
AP Biology
3 Science Honors> Hon. Applied Physics  Hon. Biology
---------------------------- ---------------------------- ------------------------- AP Chemistry
 AP science
ASAP> Hon. ASAP Biology  Hon. Chemistry
AP Environmental
+ science elective?
+ science elective? Science
Honors US History
AP American
AP World History
2 Social Studies Honors World
or
History
Government
AP US History
Honors Spanish II
Honors Spanish II
Honors Spanish
AP Spanish
6 Language
or III
III or IV
Pallotti Transitions / AP Psychology
Electives
AP Biology
7 Other
Health/Fundamentals
of Art

4 English

To see 4 year schedule plans for special programs, including Learning Center, Arts Academy, Accelerated
Science (ASAP), Engineering, and 4 Year Band or Chorus, please see the following link:
4 Year Schedule Plans

Religion

Foundations of Faith and Scripture

4 credits of Religion are required.
For Transfer students, 1 credit of
Religion is required per year.

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Freshmen.
Description: The first semester of the course focuses on the core beliefs and practices of the Catholic Christian faith.
Students will study the basic elements of the creed and moral teachings of the Church, key sacraments and spiritual
practices, and be introduced to the life and Spirituality of St. Vincent Pallotti. The second semester of the course will
serve as an introduction to the study of Sacred Scripture. Students will begin by learning about the origins of the Bible
and methods of scriptural interpretation. The core of the semester will be an intensive study of the Old Testament. Building
on this foundation, the course will finish with an introduction to the New Testament and the life and identity of Jesus
Christ. (This course covers core courses I and II in the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ curriculum framework.)

The Mission of Jesus and the Church

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Sophomores.
Description: This one credit, two semester course continues the intensive scripture study begun in the second half of the
Freshman year. The first semester of Sophomore year centers on the study of the four gospels and explores the life, death,
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the second semester, students explore how Jesus’ mission continues in the Church.
Students learn about the beginnings of the church through a study of Acts of the Apostles, the New Testament epistles,
and the writings of the Church fathers. As students see the essential elements of the Church as it was formed, they are
introduced to how those same elements are present in the Church today. (This course covers core courses III and IV in
the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ curriculum framework.)

Church History and Sacraments

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Juniors.
Description: This one credit, two semester course begins with a semester long study of Church history. Having already
covered the early church at the end of Sophomore year, the course begins with the establishment of Christianity as the
official religion of the Roman Empire and continues to the present day. A significant emphasis is placed on the Second
Vatican Council and the key events leading up to and following from it. The second half of this course is a semester long
exploration of sacraments and spirituality. Students learn about each of the seven sacraments and study a wide variety of
Catholic spiritual traditions and devotions. (This course covers elective course B and core course V in the U.S. Catholic
Bishops’ curriculum framework.)

Ethics: Catholic Moral and Social Teaching

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Seniors.
Description: This one credit, two semester course explores Christian living in the modern church. The first semester
covers the basics of Catholic moral theology with a special emphasis on character formation and the development of the
theological and moral virtues. Students examine the Christian understanding of the human person as the philosophical
foundation for Christian ethics, and explore how Jesus Christ is both the source and model of the fully human life. The
second semester of the senior year explores the core elements of Catholic social teaching. Throughout the whole senior
year students are asked to examine various moral issues on both the personal and social levels. A special emphasis is
placed on recognition of the connection between personal and social morality. (This course covers core course VI and
elective course C in the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ curriculum framework.)

(H) Honors Ethics: Catholic Moral and Social Teaching

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course explores Christian living in the modern church. The first semester
covers the basics of Catholic moral theology with a special emphasis on character formation and the development of
theological and moral virtues. Students examine the Christian understanding of the human person as the philosophical
foundation for Christian ethics, and explore how Jesus Christ is both the source and model of the fully human life. The
second semester explores the core elements of Catholic social teaching. Throughout the whole Senior year students are
asked to examine various moral issues on both the personal and social levels. A special emphasis is placed on recognition
of the connection between personal and social morality. As an Honors level course, this class will include summer reading,
a heavier focus on primary source reading, and a more significant writing component. The class will also include more
class discussion as it will be presumed that students will understand most readings without extensive in-class review.
(This course covers core course VI and elective course C in the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ curriculum framework.)

World Religions

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None; open to Juniors and Seniors. (Also listed in the Social Science Department).
Description: This one semester course studies the major religions of the world. It begins with an examination of the basic
elements of all religions. Students will then learn about the distinctive elements and practices of Hinduism, Buddhism,
Judaism, Islam, and several other religious traditions.

English

4 credits of English are required.
Each student must take, and pass, 1
credit of English during each year
enrolled at Pallotti.

--------------------------------------------------------------------Freshmen--------------------------------------------------------------------

Introduction to Literature and Composition

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Freshmen.
Description: This is a one-credit, two-semester course that combines the basics of grammar and an introduction to
literature. The mechanics of the English language are covered, as they are a necessity to basic communication. The
literature component of the course acquaints the student with various genres, including short stories, novels, poetry, drama
and biographies. For example, all students participating in the course will read Of Mice and Men and The Absolutely True
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, among other works. Students will also implement their newly acquired writing skills in
assignments such as multiple-paragraph essays and a research paper. A sequential vocabulary program is taught in
conjunction with writing skills.

(H) Honors Introduction to Literature and Composition

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This is a one-credit, two-semester course in which students will read various genres of literature including
short stories, novels, poetry, drama and biographies. For example, all students participating in this course will read Of
Mice and Men and The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, among several other works. This course will also
emphasize a higher-level analysis of literature and advanced writing assignments to accommodate and challenge the
honors student. A sequential vocabulary program is taught in conjunction with writing skills. A research paper is required.

--------------------------------------------------------------------Sophomores--------------------------------------------------------------------

American Literature

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Sophomores.
Description: This is a one- credit, two-semester course that stresses the challenges and contributions of American authors
and poets to the world of literature. It will take a chronological approach using the readings in the textbook, covering the
major figures and periods in American literary history. Examples of literature covered in this course include The Great
Gatsby and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. The SAT vocabulary skills program is implemented in both semesters
and is often incorporated into writing assignments. Instruction in grammar skills rounds out the program. A research paper
is required.

(H) Honors American Literature

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one- credit, two-semester course will cover the major authors, periods, forms, and works of American
Literature. It will take a chronological approach using the readings in the textbook, covering the major figures and periods
in American literary history. There will also be major novels and plays assigned as supplementary material. Examples of
literature covered in this course include The Heretic’s Daughter and A Separate Peace. Vocabulary study from the class
readings and the separate vocabulary textbook will be assigned. Writing formal essays of literary analysis is a major
emphasis of the course. The writing process will be broken into specific steps with time allotted for personal and peer
review. Correct grammar, usage, and the mechanics of writing are stressed throughout the curriculum. The Honors
component places great emphasis on close examination of texts and the construction of logical arguments about how
language is used to create meaning.

--------------------------------------------------------------------Juniors--------------------------------------------------------------------

British Literature

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Juniors (unless taking AP English Language).
Description: This one-credit, two-semester course is a chronological survey of British Literature starting with Beowulf
and ending with 20th century prose and poetry. Other works read in this course include Macbeth and Pygmalion. Writing
assignments challenge the students to think critically and analytically as well as creatively. Vocabulary is studied in a
sequential skill-building program to further prepare the students for the SAT. A research paper is required and is
approached on a step-by-step basis.

(H) Honors British Literature

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one- credit, two-semester course is a chronological study of England’s vast literary heritage. It begins
with Anglo-Saxon readings and ends with 20th century prose and poetry. Examples of works read in this course include
Frankenstein, Brave New World, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Major works of drama are Macbeth and The
Importance of Being Earnest. Writing assignments reflect the advanced students’ level of analysis and exposition.
Vocabulary is studied in a sequential skill-building program to further prepare the students for the SAT. A research paper
is required.

(AP) Advanced Placement English Language & Composition

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Juniors and Seniors are eligible (although usually taken only by Juniors).
Description: This year-long course continues the Honors curriculum in English. It is composed of the study of literature
of various genres, mostly non-fiction; thus, there will be in-depth discussion of a variety of literary topics. Students will
also interpret a number of analytical and persuasive essays. A key focus of the course is helping students to strengthen
their interpretation skills so that they can improve their writing skills. Students are required to take the AP English
Language Exam at the end of the course and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board. (Fulfills Junior or
Senior English requirement).

--------------------------------------------------------------------Seniors--------------------------------------------------------------------

Senior Literature

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: British Literature. Seniors must take and pass this one-year course in order to graduate unless they are
enrolled in Honors Literary Criticism or AP English.
Description: The course will examine the vast literary experience of modern world cultures while valuing the presentday traditions of the American experience. Students will hone skills in writing five-paragraph essays, papers of various
lengths, college essays, and the MLA research paper. Students will read novels, short stories, and plays, including August
Wilson’s Fences. The course also features a vocabulary component.

(H) Honors Literary Criticism

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Honors British Literature or AP Language. Seniors Only
Description: This one credit, full year course is designed to prepare the students for college-level English. During the
year, the students will become critics of four genres of literature: short story, poetry, novel, and drama. They will be
introduced to a variety of critical theories to examine literature through different perspectives. In terms of writing, the
students will work on their college application essays, their letters of recommendation, an MLA research paper, and essays
on critical lenses.

(AP) Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Only Seniors are eligible.
Description: This year-long course continues the honors curriculum in English. Advanced Placement English is composed
of a study of four genres: short stories, poetry, novels and drama. The course stresses an in-depth analysis of each genre
by recognizing the value of literary techniques. During the first semester students will have an AP exam preparation
module. Students will write timed writings on the three major types of essays (prose, poetry, and open). In addition to
these essays, students will write a thorough research paper on a literary topic. AP Students are required to take the
Advanced Placement English Exam at the end of the course and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.
(Fulfills Senior English requirement).

--------------------------------------------------------------------Electives--------------------------------------------------------------------

Introduction to Journalism: Yearbook

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors are eligible to take as Elective course.
Description: This one credit, full year elective course has the sole responsibility of producing the annual yearbook which
is a printed record of the school year. The students will use InDesign and Jostens Yearbook Avenue programs to produce
the book. There is an extensive journalistic writing component and time management is a must. Students will also learn
basic photojournalism skills that will enhance layout and design ability. Students will also be required to participate in
selling advertisements in order to learn about publishing costs and balancing budgets when producing a product. A camera
is required for this class. (This course will not fulfill the English course requirements).

Introduction to Journalism: Newspaper

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors are eligible to take as Elective course.
Description: This one credit, full year elective course is designed to allow students an opportunity to explore careers in
print and broadcast journalism. Students will enhance their overall writing, critical thinking and organizational skills as
they work to produce the school’s monthly student newspaper, its weekly video broadcast and its daily announcement
podcast. Students will learn the basics of writing and editing for news, layout and design, photojournalism, videography
and video editing. Students will be required to participate in selling advertisements in order to learn about publishing costs
and balancing budgets when producing a product and will have substantial leadership opportunities as editors. (This
course will not fulfill the English course requirements).

Creative Writing

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors but does not replace the core, yearlong English class.
Description: This one semester elective course will encourage the creative mind in a wide range of written contexts.
Everything from poetry and critical reviews to narratives and essays are the focal areas. Students will submit several
creative writings in the course, many of them being on a competitive level (e.g., contests). All assessments will be the
polished creative pieces assigned by the teacher. (Fulfills one semester of Senior English requirement; will not fulfill
English requirement for Sophomores or Juniors who take as Elective).

Mathematics

4 credits of Mathematics are
required. Each student must take,
and pass, 1 credit of Math during
each year enrolled at Pallotti.

Algebra I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Freshmen (unless placed by department in another course).
Description: This one credit, two semester course will cover the basic concepts of Algebra including the properties of real
numbers, exponents, and equations and inequalities. The course will also cover open sentences in two variables and their
graphs, linear systems of two or more linear sentences in two variables, polynomials and rational expressions and their
solutions, solution of quadratic equations by factorization as well as the quadratic formula. The introduction of functions
and the graphing of quadratic functions will round out the course.

Algebra I with Math Seminar

(2.0 credits)

Prerequisites: Freshman status; Departmental Approval.
Description: This two credit, two semester course will cover the same content as Algebra I while affording students a
second period of math each day for extended instruction and review of foundational math concepts. Algebra I will cover
the properties of real numbers, exponents, linear, quadratic, rational and systems of equations and inequalities. The course
will also cover open sentences in two variables and their graphs, operations with polynomials and rational expressions.
The introduction of functions and the graphing of quadratic functions will round out the course.

(H) Honors Algebra I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This year-long course is designed for the student who has completed a full year course in Algebra I in the
8th grade and has a solid background in mathematics yet needs additional instruction in the subject as evidenced by their
performance on the Pallotti Math Placement Test for Algebra. It is a comprehensive study of Algebra topics at a faster
pace of instruction than the standard Level I course. Topics covered include properties of equality, polynomial operations,
linear equations, factoring, rational and radical expressions, relations and functions, and quadratic equations.

Geometry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I. Required for Sophomores (unless already completed).
Description: This one credit, two semester course is the study of plane Euclidean geometry. Topics to be covered include
the basic geometric concepts of points, lines and planes, triangles, special quadrilaterals and other polygons, circles, area
of plane figures, are and volume of solid figures, circumference, perimeter, ratio, proportions and trigonometry.

(H) Honors Geometry
Prerequisites: Completion of Algebra I with a B or higher, placement test and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is for incoming freshmen and outstanding sophomores who have shown
superior achievement in mathematics. It will cover the same content as the regular Geometry course, but will emphasize
the more challenging aspects of Geometry and investigate concepts to a greater degree.

Algebra II with Trigonometry Concepts

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra I and Geometry.
Description: This year-long course is designed to build upon the basic algebraic concepts introduced in Algebra I. Time
is spent on developing a basic understanding of algebraic expressions and equations, functions, polynomials, irrational

and complex numbers, radicals, exponents, quadratic functions. Review of basic trigonometric functions will occur as
well. Additional emphasis is given to the review of basic mathematical skills and preparation for standardized tests.

Algebra II and Trigonometry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Algebra I and Geometry with a C or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course builds on the basics of Algebra I to further stress the structure of algebra
and trigonometry as well as the development of computational skills and problem-solving skills. The main areas of study
are: linear functions and applications, factoring and calculations with polynomials, complex numbers and their properties,
graphs and applications of quadratic functions, exponents and logarithms and the definition and application of
trigonometric and circular functions.

(H) Honors Algebra II and Trigonometry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Honors Algebra I and/or Honors Geometry with a B or higher and/or department
approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course will cover the same concepts of Algebra II/Trigonometry but will
emphasize the more challenging aspects of the course and investigate concepts to a greater degree. This course will also
cover matrices and will move at an accelerated pace.

Pre-Calculus

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Algebra II/Trigonometry with a C or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is intended to give a deeper understanding of algebra and trigonometry
so that students can be successful at the college level. Students will also develop an understanding of how advanced
mathematics can be used as a modeling language for real-life problems. Topics such as polynomial equations, matrices,
advanced trigonometry, logarithmic and exponential functions, and introductory calculus topics are included in the
development of this course.

(H) Honors Pre-Calculus

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Honors Algebra II/Trigonometry with a B or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is for Honors students who plan to take Advanced Placement (AP)
Calculus. It will cover the same contents as regular Pre-Calculus including series and sequences, analytical geometry, and
basic differential and integral calculus, but will emphasize the more challenging aspects and investigate concepts to a
greater degree. Additional emphasis will be placed on experimenting with new technology.

Calculus

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Pre-Calculus or Honors Pre-Calculus with a C or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is primarily concerned with an intuitive understanding of the concepts
of calculus and experience with its methods and applications. The intent of this course is to present introductory calculus
with elementary functions with emphasis placed on differential and integral calculus topics. This course is designed for
those college-bound students who plan to study business, economics, management, and/or the social and life sciences.
This course has a more practical approach than a theoretical approach to calculus.

Statistics and Probability
Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II/Trigonometry.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is an introductory, descriptive course in the practical applications of
probability and statistics. It will cover the rules of probability and the basic principles of statistics. Data sampling and the
analysis of the data are included.

Financial Algebra

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Algebra II/Trigonometry.
Description: Mathematics plays a fundamental role in today’s world, including our complex financial environment. Using
practical business problems and real world personal financial issues, this course will explore areas of mathematics that
help us understand, predict, and control our financial world. Topics such as investments, the stock market, business
startups, banking, credit cards, insurance, income taxes, business planning, home buying, and budgeting are the framework
in which students will explore and master mathematical concepts and skills such as data analysis (scatter plots, averages,
frequency distributions); fitting data to equations; linear, quadratic, exponential, and piecewise models; interest formulas
(simple, compound, and continuous); and present and future value.
This course is designed for the college bound student and will therefore cover the above topics in depth and at a challenging
pace. Students will model problems using a variety of functions and must justify process and results. Problem solving and
communicating mathematically will be emphasized. Graphing calculators and/or computers will be used throughout the
year.

(AP) Advanced Placement Calculus AB

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Honors Pre-Calculus with a B or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course will develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of both
differential and integral calculus in addition to a brief summary of Pre-Calculus material. Students will learn to apply
these techniques within the framework of the traditional course structure and a more contemporary philosophy by
experimenting with new technology. Additional emphasis will be placed on preparation for successful completion of the
Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus AB Exam. Students are required to take the AP Exam and are responsible for the
testing fee charged by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement Calculus BC

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Calculus AB with a B or higher and/or department approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is intended to be taken after AP Calculus AB. It is an extension of AP
Calculus AB. Extended topics of study include L’Hopital’s Rule, parametric and polar functions, and polynomial
approximations and series.

(AP) Statistics (Online)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Junior or Senior Status; Algebra II/Trig with B or Higher
Description: The purpose of the AP course in statistics is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 1.
Exploring Data: Describing patterns and departures from patterns, 2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and
conducting a study, 3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random phenomena using probability, and simulation, and 4.
Statistical Inference: Estimating population parameters and testing hypotheses. Students who successfully complete the
course and exam may receive credit, advanced placement, or both for a one-semester introductory college statistics course.
Students are required to take the AP Exam and are responsible for the testing fee charged by the College Board.

Science

3 credits of Science are required,
including Biology and Chemistry.

Applied Physical Science

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Freshmen.
Description: Our freshmen science course is designed to instruct students on the basics of what it means to be a scientist.
The foundation of the course will be a focus on the scientific method as the way people have come to find the answers
to questions about the physical world. Particular attention will be paid to basic physical applications, such as Newton’s
Laws. This course is based heavily on the students engaging in experiments allowing them to obtain lots of experience
with experimental design and data collection.

(H) Honors Applied Physical Science

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: Using the structure of the Applied Physical Science course, our Honors students will be expected to take
on more challenging material and operate in the lab with less instruction. Namely, students will design more of their own
experiments and be expected to explain competently what they are setting out to test.

(H) ASAP Biology

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval for Freshmen who excel in science and math.
Description: ASAP Biology is an introductory course in life sciences and is designed to help prepare students interested
in the field of science to take higher level courses like AP Biology. Topics covered will include but are not limited to
cellular structure and function, energy flow through respiration and photosynthesis, cellular reproduction (mitosis,
meiosis), genetics, structure and function of DNA, biological diversity, population ecology, biological communities and
ecosystems. Students in this course will be expected to take on the task of designing and conducting a year-long
experiment with the guidance of mentors in the science department. This course fulfills the prerequisite for AP Biology.

Biology

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Sophomores.
Description: This one credit, two semester course presents the students with the opportunity to encounter and
comprehend the essential concepts of biology. A variety of instructional methods will be used, including: lectures, labs,
and cooperative exercises. Topics covered will include but are not limited to cellular structure and function, energy flow
through respiration and photosynthesis, cellular reproduction (mitosis, meiosis), genetics, structure and function of DNA,
biological diversity, population ecology, biological communities and ecosystems.

(H) Honors Biology

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: Begin the path to your future career in the biological sciences and let this course guide you in the right
direction. This one credit, two semester course is designed to prepare students for college level life sciences. Students
will explore topics on molecules and cells, heredity and evolution, and organisms and populations. There will be an
emphasis on the concepts and connections of the biological topics. Students will acquire an understanding of the role of
biology in the issue of everyday life and through the use of laboratory investigations. Critical thinking and problem
solving skills will be mastered through the use of the scientific method.

Chemistry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Juniors.
Description: Do you like exploring the periodic table of elements or want to learn more about it? If yes, then this course
is for you. Chemistry is a one credit, two semester course in which the structure of matter and its interactions are studied
via text, laboratory investigations, and online activities. Students will focus on a variety of subjects, including: the
structure of atoms, matter, chemical reactions, and energy-matter interactions.

(H) Honors Chemistry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: Attention future researchers and investigators; get started early on your future careers in the physical
sciences. This one credit, two semester course is intended to prepare students for college level chemistry. The concepts
and laws of chemistry are emphasized from a predominantly quantitative approach utilizing hands-on demonstrations,
laboratory investigations, and online activities. Students will focus on a variety of subjects, including: the structure of
atoms, matter, chemical reactions, and energy-matter interactions. The students should have a strong math and science
foundation, as the integration of the two is greatly emphasized within this course.

Human Anatomy and Physiology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Students must have already completed a Biology course or currently be taking one.
Description: Paging future doctors, physical therapists, nurses, and other biological scientists - begin your path in your
future field with this course. This one semester elective is designed to study the structure and function of the body. The
human systems will be studied in detail along with the connections between them. Areas of study will include body
organization as well as the following systems: integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, circulatory, lymphatic,
respiratory, endocrine, digestive, urinary, and reproductive.

Marine Biology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Students must have already completed a Biology course or be currently taking one.
Description: This is a one semester course that introduces the field of Marine Biology. The course is designed to provide
a broad overview of the world’s oceans focusing on the living organisms, their habitats and interactions with people.
Students will learn about the unique anatomy of many different marine organisms. They will also learn about the field
of marine biology and advances that have been made in marine research. Students will also be introduced to the many
different marine ecosystems and learn about their important structures and function. Lastly students will learn what
valuable resources the oceans are and about current conservation efforts to protect these resources.

Zoology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Students must have already completed a Bioloy course or currently be taking one.
Description: This is a one semester course that introduces the field of Zoology. In this course, the students will spend
time learning the taxonomy and anatomy of the many different animals that inhabit our planet. Time will be spent
analyzing the unique adaptations that allow these many organisms to survive and thrive within their niche. Students will
also be introduced to some of the basic principles of animal behavior such as communication, foraging, aggression, mate
selection etc. Through this course the students will achieve a greater sense of appreciation for the vast diversity of life
on this planet and an understanding of the importance of conserving this diversity.

Paleobiology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Students must have already completed a Biology course or currently be taking one.
Description: This is a one semester course that introduces the field of Paleobiology (the study of extinct animals). This
course will introduce the students to many extinct animals and teach them how to determine the life styles and behaviors
of these animals based on fossil records. Comparisons will be made between living and extinct animals in order to better
understand possible reasons for why one species survived while another one did not. Students will also receive an

overview of the techniques used in paleobiological reconstructions of the life histories of extinct animals and how these
techniques help construct current conservation plans for living species.

Food Chemistry

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Completion of Biology and Chemistry.
Description: This one semester elective will explore various topics in food chemistry. This course is designed to study
the biological and chemical basis of nutrition, plant biochemistry, natural products chemistry (investigating the chemical
compounds that give certain foods their beneficial properties), and the scientific aspects of cooking. Students will be
required to do individual research assignments, which will be presented to the class (including samples of the food
chosen).

Physics

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Successful completion of Algebra II/Trigonometry
Description: Attention future engineers and current analytical thinkers-this course will open your eyes to a deeper
understanding of the physical sciences. Physics is a one credit, two semester course that offers a fundamental
understanding of the basics of motion, mechanics, thermal energy, sound, light and other waves. These topics will be
explored through concept development, application techniques, and laboratory experiments. Critical thinking and
problem solving skills will be mastered through the use of the scientific method. This course is designed to study
science at the most fundamental level. This course fulfills a prerequisite for AP Physics.

(AP) Advanced Placement Biology

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. The student must have taken Honors Biology and achieved a grade of at least
a B on the midterm and final exams.
Description: This year-long course is designed to prepare students for the AP Biology exam, and covers the equivalent
of one full year of college level general biology. The course builds on concepts learned in biology and chemistry. The
class entails a strong laboratory component, and is intended for students who have demonstrated a willingness to commit
considerable time to studying and completing assignments independently. Students are required to take the AP Exam at
the end of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement Chemistry

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. The student must have taken Honors Chemistry and achieved a grade of at
least a B on the midterm and final exams.
Description: This year-long course is designed to prepare students for the AP Chemistry exam, and covers the equivalent
of one full year of college level general chemistry. The course is a rigorous math-based course, with a strong laboratory
component, and is intended for students who have demonstrated a willingness to commit considerable time to studying
and completing assignments independently. Students are required to take the AP Exam at the end of the course, and are
responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement Environmental Science

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Students must have already successfully completed a Biology course (either
Honors or College Prep) and have either already taken a chemistry course or can be taking it currently.
Description: This year-long course is designed to prepare students for the AP Environmental Science exam, and covers
the equivalent of one full year of college level general environmental science. The course covers the various scientific
concepts, principles, and methodologies of environmental science and the natural world. A variety of topics will be
investigated from water pollution to air toxicity. Lab experiments will be performed to help master those topics. Students
are required to take the AP Exam at the end of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement Physics 1 (online)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Successful completion of Algebra II/Trigonometry.
Description: Attention future engineers and current analytical thinkers–this course will open your eyes to a deeper
understanding of the physical sciences. AP Physics 1 is a one credit, two semester course that offers a fundamental
understanding of the basics of motion, mechanics, thermal energy, sound, light, electricity, and nuclear theory. These
topics will be explored through concept development, application techniques, and laboratory experiments. Critical
thinking and problem solving skills will be mastered through the use of the scientific method. This course is designed to
prepare students for the AP Physics 1 exam, and covers the equivalent of one semester of college level physics. Students
are required to take the AP Exam at the end of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

Social Studies
World History

3 credits required, including World
History, United States History,
and American Government.

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Requirement for Freshmen.
Description: This one credit, two semester course will focus on the study of global history beginning with the ancient
civilizations of the world, including the Mediterranean civilizations, Asian civilizations, Africa, and the Americas. This
will be followed by an in-depth look at societies during the Middle Ages, focusing on Europe as well as the spread of
Islam. The course will conclude with a study of the modern world, beginning with the Renaissance and ending with the
Cold War. Geography and map comprehension will be emphasized throughout the course.

(H) Honors World History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course will focus on an in-depth study of global history. The course will
commence with the ancient civilizations of the world, including the Mediterranean civilizations, Asian civilizations,
Africa, and the Americas. This study will continue with the societies of the Middle Ages, including Europe and the spread
of Islam. The course will conclude with a study of the modern world, beginning with the Renaissance and ending with
the Cold War. Students in this course will focus on the study of primary source documents and a more detailed study of
world geography. In addition, research papers will be included in the course work.

United States History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Sophomores.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is designed to introduce the student to American traditions and political,
social, and economic history. It affords the opportunity to explore the United States from the Age of Exploration and
Discovery through post-WWI. Although the major emphasis of this course is a chronological approach to the study of
history, it examines more fully the roots of the pressing social, political, and economic issues of the present day. A
particular focus in approach is the ability of the student to handle historical evidence, to generalize from specific facts,
and to express one’s findings.

(H) Honors United States History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval
Description: This one credit, two semester course is designed to introduce the student to American traditions and political,
social, and economic history. It affords the opportunity to explore the United States from the Age of Exploration and
Discovery through post-WWI. Although the major emphasis of this course is a chronological approach to the study of
history, it examines more fully the roots of the pressing social, political, and economic issues of the present day. A
particular focus in approach is the ability of the student to handle historical evidence, to generalize from specific facts,
and to express one’s findings.

American Government

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Graduation; usually taken by Juniors.
Description: This one credit, two semester course explores the government, political systems and economic policies of
the United States. The course will focus on elements of the national government, including the Constitution, as well as

state government and the role of the economy in American government and society. Topics covered in the course include
political parties, special interest groups, American political behavior, structure and function of government and public
policy making, including foreign policy, economic policies, and social policies.

(H) American Government

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval
Description: This one credit, two semester course explores the government, political systems and economic policies of
the United States. The course will focus on elements of the national government, including the Constitution, as well as
state government and the role of the economy in American government and society. Topics covered in the course include
political parties, special interest groups, American political behavior, structure and function of government and public
policy making, including foreign policy, economic policies, and social policies. As an honors course, this class will go
into greater depth in each area studied and will include a more significant reading and writing component.

Sociology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: Through this one-semester course, students will study human society and social behavior. Students will see
how people relate to one another and influence each other's behavior. The goal is to see the connection between the larger
world and their personal lives. Students will develop an understanding of the basic concepts of Sociology including
culture, socialization, social stratification, and social change. The major topics that will be covered in this course include
the Sociological Perspective, Culture, Class Structure, Social Interaction, Adolescents in Society, Deviance, Racial &
Ethnic Relations, Gender, The Family, Sociology of Education, and Sociology of Sport.

Psychology

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This one-semester course provides students with an introduction to the field of Psychology, the principles
of human behavior and their application. A major emphasis is on developmental psychology. Consequently, the course is
concerned with the description and explanation of changes within the individual and within the social environment that
can influence the mental, emotional, and behavioral processes of humans. The study of psychology enables students to
develop a scientific approach to understanding themselves. Throughout the course, there is emphasis on group interaction
and experimental studies.

World Religions

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None; open to Juniors, and Seniors.(Also listed in the Religion Department).

Description: This one semester course studies the major religions of the world. It begins with an examination
of the basic elements of all religions. Students will then learn about the distinctive elements and practices of
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, and several other religious traditions.

(AP) Advanced Placement United States History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval; open to Juniors and Seniors.
Description: This year-long course is designed for talented and motivated students who seek the challenge of a college
level course. The course strives to develop in the student a critical understanding of the major events, trends, and ideas
that have shaped our nation. Excellent independent work habits, strong reading skills, and a genuine interest in the study
of history are essential for success in this course. Demanding research projects and extensive readings are required.
Students are required to take the Advanced Placement U.S. History Exam at the end of the course and are responsible for
the fee charged by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement American Government & Politics (1.0 credit)
Prerequisites: Departmental Approval; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This one credit, full year course seeks to analyze the role of government and politics in the United States.
Areas of study include interpreting U.S. politics and its application to specific case studies, the institutions, groups, beliefs,
and ideas present in U.S. politics. The course is also designed to prepare students to take the College Board’s AP
Government and Politics exam at the end of the course.

(AP) Advanced Placement World History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval. Open to Juniors and Seniors.
Description: AP World History focuses on developing students’ abilities to think conceptually about world history from
approximately 8000 BCE to the present and apply historical thinking skills as they learn about the past. Five themes of
equal importance - focusing on the environment, cultures, state-building, economic systems, and social structures –
provide areas of historical inquiry for investigation throughout the course. AP World History encompasses the history of
the five major geographical regions of the globe: Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Oceania, with special focus on
historical developments and processes that cross multiple regions. Students are required to take the AP Exam at the end
of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

Not offered in 2019-2020 (will be offered in 2020-2021)

(AP) Advanced Placement European History

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval; open to Juniors and Seniors.
Description: This year-long course is designed for the talented and motivated students who seek the challenge of a college
level course. The course is a comprehensive study of European History from the Renaissance to the present. The course
examines the political, diplomatic, economic, social and cultural developments of Modern Europe. Excellent independent
work habits and strong reading skills and a genuine interest in the study of history are essential for success in this course.
Demanding research projects and extensive readings are required. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement
European History Exam at the end of the course and are responsible for the fee charged by the College Board.

Not offered in 2019-2020

(AP) Advanced Placement Psychology

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This one credit, full year course investigates the behavior and mental processes of humans and other
animals. Topics of study include the principles and phenomena associated with each of the major paradigms and subdisciplines of psychology. Students will also learn about the ethics and methods used in the course of psychological
studies. The course is also designed to prepare students to take the College Board’s AP Psychology exam at the end of
the course.

Foreign Language
Spanish I

2 credits of the same language are
required; 3 credits of the same
language are recommended.

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This one credit, two semester course introduces basic grammar patterns and vocabulary. The emphasis is
on the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. Culture is highlighted through stories, games,
movies, projects and the study of current events.
*Students in the Learning Center may enroll in a specialized Spanish course. The curriculum of the course covers the
same material as Spanish I offered at St. Vincent Pallotti but is taught in close conjunction with the Learning Center.

Spanish II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Spanish I.
Description: This one credit, two semester course affords a deeper analysis of basic Spanish grammar and conversational
techniques, utilizing cultural research, songs, films, etc. The class gains a broader and better-rounded spectrum of
linguistic experiences. The course goal is to improve students’ ability to read and write, as well as speak and think, at a
higher level of linguistic proficiency.
*Students in the Learning Center may enroll in a specialized Spanish course. The curriculum of the course covers the
same material as Spanish II offered at St. Vincent Pallotti but is taught in close conjunction with the Learning Center.

(H) Honors Spanish II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is designed for any student who demonstrates high achievement in a
Level I foreign language class or on the Foreign Language Placement Test. The course emphasizes a more in-depth study
of vocabulary and cultural topics in addition to the grammar of the Level II program.

Spanish III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Spanish II.
Description: This one credit, two semester course expands upon the activities of Spanish I and Spanish II more fully.
Reading and writing as well as speaking skills are elevated to a higher linguistic level. A research project in Spanish is a
course requirement. The ability of the student to converse only in Spanish is strengthened in Spanish III. One of the
course’s goals is the transformation from spoken English to spoken Spanish. A “C” average in Spanish II is required to
take this class.
*Students in the Learning Center may enroll in a specialized Spanish course. The curriculum of the course covers the
same material as Spanish III offered at St. Vincent Pallotti but is taught in close conjunction with the Learning Center.

(H) Honors Spanish III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course increases each student’s proficiency in the four skills of listening,
speaking, reading and writing. It will be conducted in Spanish as much as possible. Grammar will include the compound
tenses, commands, and the subjunctive mood as well as a review of material presented in the lower levels. Various aspects
of Hispanic culture will be studied. A “C” average in Spanish II or Honors Spanish II is required to take this class.

(H) Honors Spanish IV

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course expands the focus of the previous year to emphasize the cultivation of
more advanced reading, writing, and research skills. The student is expected to work more independently inside and
outside of a typical classroom environment. Textual material and research work become more advanced at this stage as
well as preparation for further study at the university level. More complex conversational skills will be practiced.

(AP) Advanced Placement Spanish

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval and Honors Spanish III or IV.
Description: This course is a full year, one credit course for the serious student who wants to improve his/her speaking,
writing, reading and aural comprehension. We will use a college textbook. The course will require the students to do
research and give oral presentations. They will also read and discuss works of literature and view films from Hispanic
countries. There will be a complete review of all grammatical concepts studied in previous levels. The class will be
conducted entirely in Spanish.

French I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This one credit, two semester course introduces the student to the balanced-skills approach to language
learning. Listening and speaking skills are cultivated and the importance of proper pronunciation is stressed. Ample
opportunity is given for the students to develop their reading and writing skills. Also, French culture is treated as an
integral part of each lesson. Some of the special topics covered include French Cooking, Monuments like Mont St. Michel,
and Holidays, such as Christmas, Mardi Gras, and Easter, just to name a few.

French II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: French I.
Description: This one credit, two semester course continues the balanced-skills approach as introduced in Level I. The
course continues to be audio-lingual because the listening and speaking skills are cultivated and the importance of proper
pronunciation is stressed. Ample opportunity is given to the students to develop their reading and writing abilities. French
attitudes and customs pervade the dialogues in the readings, line drawings, photographs and many other exercises.

(H) Honors French II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is designed for students demonstrating high achievement in a Level I
foreign language class or on the Foreign Language Placement Test. The course emphasizes a more in-depth study of
vocabulary, cultural topics, and grammar than the standard Level II program.

French III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: French II.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is a continuation of the balanced-skills approach to language learning
as introduced in Level I and II. The Level III program has the transformation from spoken English to spoken French as a
major goal of the course. Reading and writing skills are also strengthened. A “C” average in French II is required to take
this class.

(H) Honors French III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course continues to emphasize the listening comprehension, reading, writing
and speaking skills. The course will be conducted totally in French and all materials studied will be in French. A “C”
average in French II or Honors French II is required to take this class.

(H) Honors French IV

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course has the same basic approach and format as Levels I-III but represents
a step up in maturity consistent with the capabilities and interests of fourth-year students. French IV follows the same
organization and contains the same lesson elements as the previous level courses. The students are also asked to read more
in French (sections of the text which were formerly in English are now in French). There are more opportunities for free
expression in French.

(AP) Advanced Placement French

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval and Honors French III or IV.
Description: This one credit, full year course is designed for the students interested in continuing their French studies. A
review of previously learned grammar as well as grammar and vocabulary topics specific to AP abilities will be studied.
The reading, writing, speaking, and listening comprehension skills will be enforced. Hands-on projects will enable
students to further develop their language skill at this level.

Latin I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This one credit, two semester course introduces the student to the basic grammatical concepts of the Latin
language. They include the four verb conjugations and the five noun declensions as well as the case uses. There is an
emphasis on classical culture and it is explored through readings in both English and Latin.
[Please Note: Latin I will continued to be offered at Pallotti as an elective in future years. However, the upper level Latin
courses began being phased out after the 2018-2019 school year due to low student interest. Students should not enroll in
Latin I expecting to take Latin to fulfill their foreign language requirement.]

(H) Honors Latin III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: Upon completion of this one credit, two semester course the student will have reviewed all vocabulary
and grammar of levels I and II. New grammar introduced this year includes deponent verbs, participles, the supine,
indirect statements, infinitives, and the present and perfect subjunctives. Culture will continue to be highlighted. Our
debt to Latin in the form of derivatives will be emphasized. Cultural projects will be assigned throughout the year.

(H) Honors Latin IV

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course includes an intensive review of all grammar learned in the previous
three levels. We then move on to reading selections by Livy, Caesar, Pliny, Catullus, Phaedrus, Ovid, and other classical
writers. Projects, both oral and written, will be assigned on cultural topics.

Mandarin I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: None
Description: The dragon, the horse, the rabbit, or the dog. What is their significance in the Chinese lunar calendar?
Learn this and more in this one credit, two semester introductory course in the Chinese language. The course will enable
students to become competitive in the global market. In addition to a beginning knowledge of the Chinese language,
they will also learn to appreciate the Chinese way of life, including social practices and business style.

Mandarin II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Mandarin I
Description: Mandarin Chinese Ⅱ is an intermediate class of Mandarin Chinese. It is designed for learners who have
studied Mandarin Chinese I and have a vocabulary of around 150 basic Chinese words. This course employs a holistic
and communicative approach in teaching the four skills in language -- Speaking, listening, reading and writing, with a
strong emphasis on the practical usage of the acquired knowledge in daily life. As an inseparable element of language
learning, Chinese culture will be introduced, associated with the topics in each lesson. In general this class will cover
the following contents: Basic vocabulary (280-300 words) and the corresponding characters, HSK Level 2 grammar
and sentence structures, Basic conversations and practical Chinese, Social-culture information, Chinese idioms.

Mandarin III

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Mandarin II
Description: Mandarin Chinese III is an intermediate class of Mandarin Chinese and is designed for learners who have
studied Mandarin Chinese I & II, have a vocabulary of around 300 basic Chinese words and are willing to take HSK
Level 2 Test (Chinese proficiency test). This course employs a holistic and communicative approach in teaching the
four skills in language -- Speaking, listening, reading and writing, with a strong emphasis on the practical usage of the
acquired knowledge in daily life. As an inseparable element of language learning, Chinese culture will be introduced,
associated with the topics in each lesson. In general this class will cover the following contents: Basic vocabulary (600
words) and the corresponding characters, HSK 2 Standard Course grammar and sentence structures, basic conversations
and practical Chinese, social-culture information. Throughout the course, students will be introduced to Chinese poems,
Chinese idioms, and games.

(H) Mandarin IV

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Mandarin III
Description: Mandarin Chinese IV is an advanced class of Mandarin Chinese and is designed for learners who have
studied Mandarin Chinese I, II & III, have a vocabulary of around 600 basic Chinese words and are willing to take HSK
Level 3 or 4 Test (Chinese proficiency test). This course employs a holistic and communicative approach in teaching
the four skills in language -- Speaking, listening, reading and writing, with a strong emphasis on the practical usage of
the acquired knowledge in daily life. As an inseparable element of language learning, Chinese culture will be introduced,
associated with the topics in each lesson. In general this class will cover the following contents: Basic vocabulary (1200)
and the corresponding characters, HSK 3 and HSK 4 Standard Course grammar and sentence structures, HSK 3 and
HSK 4 listening and reading comprehension, basic conversations and practical Chinese, social-culture information.
Throughout the course, students will be introduced to Chinese poems, Chinese idioms, and games.

Visual and Performing Arts

1 course is required.

Visual Arts
Fundamentals of Art

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This semester course is designed to give students general instruction to aesthetics and studio art. Students
will explore two dimensional art through drawing and design as well as painting. Three dimensional designs will be
explored through clay sculpture. Some Art History topics are covered. Students will go on a field trip to an art museum.
There is a $15 fee for this course to cover the cost of a field trip.

Graphic Design

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors. (Also listed in Technology)
Description: This one semester course introduces the concepts of graphic design. The students use various desktop
publishing programs to produce magazine/newspaper type articles, programs, advertisements and other documents. The
semester is divided into two halves, the first dealing mainly with type and layout design and the second with computer
illustration and photo manipulation. The course requires that students develop skill in conceptualizing an idea and
transferring it to a completed product through a series of projects.

Digital Art

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors. (Also listed in Technology)
Description: This semester class is an introduction to technology as it applies to art and design. This course will explore
the basic concepts of digital art through the use of digital photography and editing software while learning and applying
the elements and principles of design. Students will learn how to create original art utilizing the computer to draw, paint,
and manipulate photographs. Students will work in the computer lab equipped with digital cameras, scanners and colored
ink jet printers. [This course can count either as an art credit or as a technology credit, but not as both.]

Digital Photography I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This semester course is a general introduction to digital photography including portraiture, action, and
landscapes. The course will begin with traditional photographic and art concepts. Students will explore image
manipulation using personal computers supported by scanners, photo CDs, and digital cameras. Adobe Photoshop
software will be used to simulate darkroom operations as well as manipulations to create their final images. Material
requirements include a Digital camera in which F-stop and aperture can be manually changed. In lieu of a textbook there
is a $50.00 lab fee for printing consumables and a field trip.

Digital Photography II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Digital Photography I; open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This one semester class builds on the fundamentals learned in Digital Photography I. Students will gain
and apply expanded knowledge of techniques and creative processes to develop their own personal photographic
expression. This course takes the basics of photography further by challenging students’ photographic eye and digital
know-how. In lieu of a textbook there is a $50.00 lab fee for printing consumables and a field trip.

Drawing I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Art or enrollment in the Arts Academy for Visual Arts.
Description: This semester course builds basic drawing skills using a variety of media and techniques including charcoal,
pencil, conte, and pen and ink. Students will study perspective, line, value, and composition. Course includes
demonstrations, class critiques and a field trip. In lieu of a textbook there is a $40 fee for this course to cover the cost of
materials, tools, and a field trip.

Drawing II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Drawing I and/or Departmental Approval.
Description: This semester course builds on the drawing skills from Drawing I. Students will study perspective, line,
value, and composition. Course includes demonstrations, class critiques and a field trip. In lieu of a textbook there is a
$40 fee for this course to cover the cost of materials, tools, and a field trip.

Painting I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Art and Drawing and/or Departmental Approval. Open to Juniors and Seniors.
Description: This one semester course will explore techniques of oil, acrylic and watercolor painting. Emphasis will be
placed on value, composition and color theory. Course includes demonstrations, class critiques, and a field trip. In lieu
of a textbook there is a $40 fee for this course to cover the cost of materials, tools and a field trip.

Painting II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Painting I and/or Departmental Approval. Open to Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: In this one semester course students will build on what they have learned in the beginning painting class
by further developing their painting skills. The class will focus on exploring and refining painting techniques, learning
to express ideas in painting, and becoming more familiar with the tools of artistic expression through painting. Students
will create works of art in the following media: watercolor, acrylic and oil paint. In lieu of a textbook there is a $40 fee
for this course to cover the cost of materials, tools, and a field trip.

Sculpture

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Art and/or Departmental Approval. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: In this one-semester course, the student is introduced to carving and modeling, as well as construction and
assembly. Students will encounter hands-on experience in different media, including plaster, clay, and wire. Students
will learn a short history of sculpture, and will be introduced to contemporary art through possible field trips to art
galleries and museums. There is a $50 fee for this course to cover the cost of materials, tools and a field trip.

Introduction to Printmaking

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Fundamentals of Art and/or Departmental Approval Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This one-semester course focuses on various techniques in the printmaking processes. Printmaking involves
transferring an image or design by contact with a matrix such as a block, plate, stone, or screen. Some of the techniques
covered in this course will include mono-printing, screen-printing, block-printing, lithography, and so on. In lieu of a
textbook there is a $40 fee for this course to cover the cost of materials, tools, and a textbook.

Not offered in 2019-2020

Art Atelier I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Arts Academy enrollment for Visual Arts and/or Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is designed for the serious art student who is considering postsecondary studies in art. Coursework involves enhancing classical drawing and design skills, studying composition, color
theory and perspective with an emphasis on 2-dimensional media. Students will also explore the history of art as it relates
to concepts discussed in class through written assignments, videos, and a field trip to an art museum. Discussions include
critiquing and analyzing student work to nurture critical artistic thinking. There is a $50 fee for supplies.

Art Atelier II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Art Atelier I, Arts Academy enrollment for Visual Arts and/or Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is a continuation of Art Atelier I. It is designed for the serious art
student who is considering post-secondary studies in art. Coursework will rely heavily upon fundamental drawing and
design skills learned earlier in Art Atelier I and Drawing I classes. Students will focus on classical painting skills as well
as exploring more contemporary media and abstraction. Students will also explore the history of art as it relates to
concepts discussed in class through written assignments, videos, and a field trip to an art museum. Discussions include
critiquing and analyzing student work to nurture critical artistic thinking. There is a $50 fee for supplies.

Art Atelier III

(2.0 credits)

Prerequisites: Art Atelier I & II, Arts Academy enrollment for Visual Arts.
Description: This yearlong, double period course involves exploring a variety of different artistic styles and applying
them to various forms of 2-dimensional mixed media, including collage, painting, and drawing. Students will work on
complex projects intended to form the basis of their personal portfolios in preparation for application to college art
programs.

(AP) Advanced Placement Studio Art – 2D (Art Atelier IV)

(2.0 credits)

Prerequisites: Art Atelier I, II, and III and Arts Academy enrollment for Visual Arts.
Description: The yearlong, double period class is designed to complete the requirements for submission of an AP Design
Portfolio. The course will be organized to complete each of the three sections of the AP Portfolio in a logical progression.
The final portfolio is intended to not only be submitted as an AP exam, but be the basis of a personal art portfolio aimed
at entering a conservatory or other fine arts program.

Independent Studio I-IV (Private Instruction)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Arts Academy enrollment for Visual Arts
Description: Individual work sessions and instruction designed to improve on current projects for Arts Atelier class.

Theatre Arts
Drama I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: In this introductory course, students will learn the art of theatrical collaboration through improvisational
theatre. Many of the theories and practices come from Viola Spolin’s book: Improvisation for the Theatre. Students will
also be required to work in groups to develop and perform original collaborative theatre. Students will become aware of
the ensemble aspect of theatre and will be graded on their participation and contribution. Students will study and be
tested on different production elements of theatre, stage directions, and theatre etiquette. Students will begin to set a
foundation for projection and articulation.

Acting I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Drama or Departmental Approval
Description: Students in this class will study monologues, scene work, Readers Theatre, and produce a One Act play.
Theories created by great acting teachers such a Stanislavski, Uta Hagen, and Sanford Meisner will be explored. Students
will be expected to lay groundwork for their own creative process; using learned methods and exercises that best suit
their needs. Students will be expected to work collaboratively with each other and participate in a positive way.

Acting II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Acting I
Description: This class will study monologues and scene work found in early American Drama to the present. Students
will also study theory and exercises from great acting teachers such as Stanislavski, Uta Hagen, and Sanford Meisner.
Students will have the opportunity to collaborate with each other and stage their own scenes and monologues.

Acting III

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Acting I and Acting II
Description: In this class students learn to de-code Shakespeare, study scenes, plays and soliloquies from arguably the
greatest playwright who ever lived. This class is essential to the actor as Shakespeare is still the most widely produced
playwright in the world. Students will learn how to use iambic pentameter as an acting tool, research archaic language,
and perform the text with confidence. Scenes and soliloquies will be performed and staged by the students.

Intro to Directing and Playwriting

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Acting I, II, and III
Description: Students will be introduced to directing and playwriting. Students will have the opportunity to use the tools
gained from acting classes and theatre history classes and put them to use in another theatrical avenue. Students will
block scenes and monologues for another actor and they will work on various creative writing projects. Students will
study ground breaking directors and learn why they have become aggrandized in theatrical history.

Forensics I (Speech & Debate)

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None
Description: This class is available to all students who are interested in speech and debate. In this class students practice
different events found in the Catholic Forensics League. Students will get the opportunity to explore events such as
Dramatic Interpretation, Prose, Poetry, and Student Congress within a non-competitive, safe classroom setting. Because
this is an introductory class the student will not be required to compete in afterschool competitions. We will encourage
the attendance of at least one CFL Forensic competition, but give the student the option.

Forensics II (Speech & Debate)

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Forensics I or departmental approval
Description: Students will have the opportunity to compete in local Catholic Forensic League Competitions. The student
will pick from events taught in Forensics I. Students will find innovative competition pieces, rehearse, and prepare for
competition. There will be a requirement of attending at least two different forensic competitions per semester. There is
typically one CFL competition per month. Students who place in these events win awards and resume` material.
Attending three CFL competitions will grant the student extra credit. This class will meet at the same time as Forensics
I, using collaboration as a teaching tool.

Theatre Production I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Arts Academy enrollment for Theatre Arts
Description: Students will be required to serve on crew or participate in the set construction of a theatrical production at
Pallotti High School. Students will be asked to find a technical area that interests them and pay close attention to that
process. These technical areas include (but are not limited to) stage manager, board operator, assistant stage manager,
run crew, carpenter, lighting and sound designer. Students may have the opportunity to be a supporting actor in the same
show, but credit for the course comes from behind the scenes work.

Theatre Production II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Theatre Production I and Arts Academy enrollment for Theatre Arts
Description: Students will be required to perform a speaking role in a theatrical production at Pallotti High School.
Rehearsals for the show will typically happen after school. Students will be expected to be at rehearsal on time and give
proper conflicts AHEAD of time. There are valuable life-lessons learned in this class as students will have to learn to
balance their rehearsal schedule with sports, work, and homework. Students in this class will be expected to sign in at
rehearsal. Unexcused absences from rehearsal may result in the student dropping the class or finding another time to
makeup the time missed. Credit for this class can be received in either the musical production or the fall play.

Theatre History I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Arts Academy enrollment for Theatre Arts
Description: Students will study the growth and progression of theatre beginning with its early stages in ancient
civilizations through modern theatrical arts. Students will also become aware of the different styles of theatre and learn
to appreciate visual arts, music, and dance. Students will study the elements of drama, dramatic structure, and the societies
that contributed to the growth and development of dramatic arts.

Theatre History II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Theatre History I and Arts Academy enrollment for Theatre Arts
Description: [coming soon]

Dramatic Emerging Artist

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: For Juniors (or Seniors) enrolled in the Arts Academy for Theatre Arts
Description: In this class students will identify future endeavors in regards to the performing arts. They consider colleges
and/or other career-minded goals. Students organize monologues they have accumulated in pre-requisite classes and
private lessons and prepare for collegiate auditions. Students search for new audition monologues as needed. Students
identify deadlines for desired college applications and work on one other theatre-related skill that can lead to student jobs
or scholarship opportunities.

Graduate Aria

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: For Seniors enrolled in the Arts Academy for Theatre Arts

Description: Upon satisfactory completion of classes in the drama track of the certification program, students
will create their own twenty to thirty minute show based on acting, theatre history, music, and any other talent
the student wishes to utilize. This “aria” is intended to open up the student’s mind and prepare them for
collegiate drama. Students will also receive help in applying for college and pinpoint other future goals in the
performing arts.

Theatre Small Ensemble
Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Theatre Arts

(0.5 credit)

Description: [coming soon]

Theatre Applied Performance I-IV (Private Lessons)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Theatre Arts
Description: [coming soon]

Instrumental and Vocal Music
Strings

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is for students who wish to participate in the Performing Arts
department through Strings instruments. This course will focus on the performance of a wide variety of music written
and/or arranged for the wind ensemble (concert band) as well as developing students’ instrumental technique and
musicianship to their full potential. The music studied during the first semester will be that to be performed in the
Christmas concert, WAMTC Band Festival, and at various sporting events. The music will include sacred and secular
holiday music as well as standard and contemporary wind ensemble literature. Music studied during the second semester
will be in preparation for the spring concert and spring festival, which will also include a wide variety of music. An
audition will be required.

Concert Band

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Audition.
Description: This is a one credit, two semester course where students will learn to play music with a woodwind, brass,
or percussion instrument. It is open to students with little to moderate experience with band instruments, and will act as
a feeder program for the Wind Ensemble. An audition will be required.

Wind Ensemble

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Audition.
Description: This one credit, two semester course will focus on the performance of a wide variety of music written
and/or arranged for the Wind Ensemble as well as developing students’ instrumental technique and musicianship to their
full potential. The music studied throughout the year will be that to be performed in the Christmas concert, Band Festivals,
Mass and other school events, various sporting events, and spring concert. The music will include sacred and secular
music as well as standard and contemporary wind ensemble literature.

(H) Honors Wind Ensemble

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: These one credit, two semester courses will encompass the same components as that of Wind Ensemble,
with additional challenges for the more advanced music student. Additional requirements will include Festival
participation outside of Pallotti and added scales and solos. An audition will be required.

Band/Chorus

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental Approval.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is for students who wish to participate in both the Band and the Chorus.
Students will spend 50% of their daily class time with the Band and 50% with the Chorus. This course takes considerable
dedication and time management skills, as the students must learn all pieces performed by both the Concert Band (or the
Wind Ensemble) and the Chorus.

Chorus I

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This one credit, two semester course is open to all students, including those without musical experience or
who are enrolling in chorus for the first time. Emphasis is placed upon learning the rudiments of music theory, music
history, and basic concepts of vocal production. Hand bell performance is used to reinforce students’ understanding of
rhythm and music notation.

Chorus II

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Chorus I.
Description: This one credit, two semester course builds upon the concepts introduced in Chorus I. Students are given
more challenging choral and hand bell music to perform. Students also study specific periods in music history in greater
depth. The most advanced students will be given the opportunity to sing in a small ensemble which concentrates on
unaccompanied singing.

Chorus III, IV

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Chorus II.
Description: These one credit, two semester courses builds upon the concepts introduced in Chorus II. Students are given
more challenging choral and hand bell material to perform. An in-depth study of specific music history is also conducted.
The most advanced students will be given the opportunity to sing in a small ensemble with concentrates on
unaccompanied singing.

Music Theory I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental or Vocal Music
Description: This is the study of the fundamentals of music including notation, major and minor scale construction,
intervals, rhythm and meter, with emphasis on learning and developing music reading skills. Time will also be devoted
to the development and acquisition of aural (listening) skills, sight singing, and basic piano skills.

Music Theory II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Music Theory I and enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental or Vocal Music
Description: This course builds upon the skills learned in Theory I and will include a more developed understanding of
functional harmony, part-writing, tonal analysis, and ear-training. This course will meet in conjunction with Performance
Practice II alternating in a two/three day cycle.

Music Theory III

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Music Theory II enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental or Vocal Music
Description: This course is the advanced level study of the fundamentals of music including notation, scale construction,
intervals, complex chords, and an introduction to four-part writing. Time will also be devoted to the increased
development of aural (listening) skills, sight singing, and piano skills.

Music Theory IV
Prerequisites: Music Theory III enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental or Vocal Music
Description: [coming soon]

(0.5 credit)

Instrumental Performance Practice I

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will learn the different stylistic practices of music in the Renaissance and Baroque eras. As a
continuation of private lesson solo literature, students will be expected to produce information on the composer, the song
style, the era of the composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant material found during their research.
Performance Practice will also focus on the skills needed to perform with other musicians, especially in non-traditional
settings, including transposition, arranging, and improvising.

Instrumental Performance Practice II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Instrumental Performance Practice I and enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will learn the different stylistic practices of music in the Classical era. As a continuation of private
lesson solo literature, students will be expected to produce information on the composer, the song style, the era of the
composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant material found during their research. Performance Practice will
also focus on the skills needed to perform with other musicians, especially in non-traditional settings, including
transposition, arranging, and improvising.

Instrumental Performance Practice III

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Instrumental Performance Practice II and enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will learn the different stylistic practices of music in the Romantic era. As a continuation of
private lesson solo literature, students will be expected to produce information on the composer, the song style, the era
of the composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant material found during their research. Performance
Practice will also focus on the skills needed to perform with other musicians, especially in non-traditional settings,
including transposition, arranging, and improvising.

Instrumental Performance Practice IV

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Instrumental Performance Practice III and enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will learn the different stylistic practices of music in the 20th Century and Modern era. As a
continuation of private lesson solo literature, students will be expected to produce information on the composer, the song
style, the era of the composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant material found during their research.
Performance Practice will also focus on the skills needed to perform with other musicians, especially in non-traditional
settings, including transposition, arranging, and improvising.

Instrumental Music Small Ensemble

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will be placed in small chamber music groups for performances at recitals, mass, and other school
events. Students will learn the skills needed to perform in small groups without a conductor.

Instrumental Music Applied Performance I-IV (Private Lessons)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Instrumental Music
Description: Students will have a private lesson once a week with a professional instructor and is the study of their
instrument as it relates to all periods and genres of music. This course provides instruction both technically and musically
to enable students to perform and understand music in an artistic manner.

Vocal Performance Practice I- IV

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None
Description: This Italian Diction/Art Song Interpretation course is designed to acquaint young singers with Italian song
literature from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. Singers will become familiar with the International Phonetic Alphabet
(IPA), a tool used to aid singers in the correct pronunciation of vowels and consonants sounds found in the language.
Emphasis will be placed on effectively conveying the meaning of the art song text. Additionally, students will be expected
to produce information on the composer, the song style, the era of the composed music, and any other pertinent and
relevant material found during their research.

Vocal Performance Practice II

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisiaes: Vocal Performance Practice I
Description: This English Diction/Art Song Interpretation course is designed to acquaint young singers with English
and American music from the 17th through the 20th centuries. Singers will continue their study of the symbols found in
the IPA. Emphasis will be placed on effectively conveying the meaning of the art song text. Additionally, students will
be expected to produce information on the composer, the song style, the era of the composed music, and any other
pertinent and relevant information found during their research. In this performance practice class, students will have the
opportunity to listen to a variety of English and American arts songs, and will be coached on the delivery of their assigned
musical selections.

Vocal Performance Practice III

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Vocal Performance Practice II
Description: This German Diction/Art Song Interpretation course is designed to acquaint young singers with German
Lieder from the 18th and 19th centuries. Singers will continue their study of the symbols found in the IPA. Emphasis will
be placed on effectively conveying the meaning of the art song text. Additionally, students will be expected to produce
information on the composer, the song style, the era of the composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant
material found during their research. In this performance practice class, students will have the opportunity to listen to
and perform a variety of German Lied, and will be coached on the delivery of their assigned musical selections.

Vocal Performance Practice IV

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Vocal Performance Practice III
Description: This French Diction/Art song Interpretation course is designed to acquaint young singers with French
Melodie from the 19th and 20th centuries. Singers will continue their work with the International Phonetic Alphabet as it
relates to the pronunciation of the French language in song literature. Emphasis will be placed on effectively conveying
the meaning of the art song text. Additionally, students will be expected to produce information on the composer, the
song style, the era of the composed selection, and any other pertinent and relevant material found during their research.
In this performance practice class, students will have the opportunity to listen to and perform a variety of French Melodie,
and will be coached on the delivery and of their assigned musical selections.

Vocal Music Applied Performance I-IV (Private Lessons)

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Vocal Music
Description: [coming soon]

Vocal Music Small Ensemble
Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Vocal Music

(1.0 credit)

Description: Students will be placed in small groups for performances at recitals, mass, and other school events. As
members of these ensembles, they will learn the skills needed to perform in small groups both with and without a
conductor.

Dance
Introduction to Dance

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: none
Description: This one semester class introduces students to the basic elements of modern dance. Students learn about
body awareness, balance, breathing, as well as specific dance techniques. [This course can count either as an art credit
or as a P.E. credit, but not as both.]

Not offered in 2019-2020

Dance I – IV

(2 credits)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Dance
Description: These classes will incorporate all aspects of dance education from personalized instruction to the study of
applied technique to the history of dance as an art form. This course will be a double period taken daily for all four years
of high school with more demands placed upon the students as they progress through the curriculum.

Dance Performance Production

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Dance
Description: [coming soon]

Dance Repertoire I – IV
Prerequisites: Enrollment in the Arts Academy for Dance
Description: [coming soon]

(1.0 credit)

Health and Physical Education

Health

1 Health course and 1 Physical
Education course are required.

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: In this one-semester course basic health concepts are covered. Topics include the basic human body and
its regulatory systems. Students will also learn about alcohol and drug awareness, Sexually Transmitted Diseases,
physical fitness, and the principles of nutrition. Discussion of peer relationships and stress will also take place.

Team Sports

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: In this one-semester course, training in various sports and other physical activities are taught. Sports
covered throughout the semester vary according to weather and season, but generally include basketball, soccer, flag
football, and so on. Other unique team sports that will be played include noodle ball, dodge ball, ultimate Frisbee,
handball, and speedball. Required items for class include: school gym shorts, school gym shirt, white socks, and tennis
shoes.

Women’s Fitness

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None.
Description: This one-semester course is designed to promote all aspects of fitness to create a healthy mind and body.
The course work centers on aerobic activity, yoga/Pilates exercises, cardio-kickboxing, and strength and stretching
work as done in Ballet. There is also an element of building positive self-esteem and learning about mental health issues.
Throughout the course, concentration will be on issues primarily affecting women, such as Breast Cancer, selfdefense/safety, and Eating Disorders. Nutrition will also be an integral part of the course.

Introduction to Sports Medicine: Athletic Training

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors.
Description: Introduction to Athletic Training is a semester long elective course designed to give students interested in
sports medicine, athletic training, and physical therapy a general knowledge of anatomy and physiology, first aid,
injuries, treatment, care, and rehabilitation of athletic injuries. This course will give students the ability to handle first
aid emergencies, provide basic preventative care, and provide further care under the guidance of a certified athletic
trainer.

Contract Physical Education

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Guidance counselor approval.
Description: This course is an alternative to regular class participation to obtain credit for physical education required
for graduation. Students must participate in an activity (e.g. Interscholastic sports) previously approved by the
administration. A contract is signed by the student that pledges his or her participation in the said program, and is
finalized by the signature of the coach or instructor of that program. This is a pass/fail course, and is not included in
GPA calculations. Permission and forms must be obtained through the Guidance department; students should see their
respective counselor.

Technology and Engineering

1 technology course is required.

Technology- Arts
Graphic Design

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors. (Also listed in Visual Arts)
Description: This one semester course introduces the concepts of graphic design. The students use various desktop
publishing programs to produce magazine/newspaper type articles, programs, advertisements and other documents.
The semester is divided into two halves, the first dealing mainly with type and layout design and the second with
computer illustration and photo manipulation. The course requires that students develop skill in conceptualizing an
idea and transferring it to a completed product through a series of projects.

Digital Art

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors. (Also listed in Visual Arts)
Description: This semester class is an introduction to technology as it applies to art and design. This course will
explore the basic concepts of digital art through the use of digital photography and editing software while learning and
applying the elements and principles of design. Students will learn how to create original art utilizing the computer to
draw, paint, and manipulate photographs. Students will work in the computer lab equipped with digital cameras,
scanners and colored ink jet printers. [This course can count either as an art credit or as a technology credit, but not as
both.]

Technology- Computer Science
Intro to Technology

(0.5 credits)

Prerequisites: None. Open to all students.
Description: Students will be exposed to a broad overview of practical computing skills for success in high school
and beyond. Major topic areas include: touch typing, laptop maintenance, word processing, spreadsheets, slideshow
presentations, image editing, A/V editing and more. Special emphasis will be placed on topics related to study skills:
organizing files, password management, file sharing, etc. The course includes some logical topics to prepare students
for “Intro to Computer Programming.”

Intro to Computer Programming

(0.5 credits)

Prerequisites: Diagnostic testing required. Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better in math and science courses.
Description: If you have ever wanted to write computer code, design video games, and learn more about technology,
Introduction to Programming is a great place to start. The course uses Code.org’s “Computer Science Discoveries”
curriculum to teach programming through web design, 2D video games, and app development. Programming topics
include data types, conditional statements, loops, lists and collections, and other programming structures. In addition,
the course covers the basics of image and sound editing.

(H) Honors Robotics

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Complete “Intro to Computer Programming” with a GPA of 3.5 or better. Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or
better in math and science courses.
Description: This course will provide a general introduction to the field of robotics. Students will learn to work in
groups to design, build, and test small robotics projects using a variety of platforms, with an emphasis on the opensource Arduino platform. Topics will be related to understanding the field of robotics, including design principles,
mechanical concepts, electrical wiring, programming architectures, and common components. Students will learn
skills related to drawing parts in Autodesk Inventor, programming in C, wiring using breadboards & soldering,
construction using hand tools.
 There is no textbook, but there is a lab fee of $50 for this class.

(AP) Advanced Placement Computer Science Principles

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental approval. Before starting the course, students must complete at least one honors or
AP class in the math or science departments with a GPA of 3.5 or better, or any programming course with a GPA
of 3.5 or better.
Description: This course will introduce students to the central ideas of computer science at an advanced
level. Students will use problem-solving methods to understand how computing changes the world. The course
promotes deep learning of computational content, develops computational thinking skills, and engages students in the
creative aspects of the field. The course is structured around seven “Big Ideas”: Creativity, Abstraction, Data &
Information, Algorithms, Programming, the Internet, and Global Impact. The first semester of the course is dedicated
to a high-level introduction to programming and software design.
 This course is also an elective for the engineering program.
 Students are required to take the AP Exam at the end of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged
by the College Board.

(AP) Advanced Placement Computer Science A

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Departmental approval.
Description: This year-long course in introductory computer science and Java programming is designed to prepare
students for the AP Computer Science A Exam. The course emphasizes object-oriented programming methodology
with a concentration on problem solving and algorithm development, and is meant to be the equivalent of a first
semester college-level course in computer science. The course covers topics from previous CS classes in additional
detail, and also includes arrays, collections, inheritance, polymorphism, and recursion. This is a rigorous course and
is intended for students who have demonstrated a willingness to commit considerable time to studying and completing
assignments independently.



Students are required to take the AP Exam at the end of the course, and are responsible for the fee charged
by the College Board.
Not offered in 2019-2020 (will be offered in 2020-2021)

Engineering
Intro to Engineering Design

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Diagnostic testing required. Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better in math and science courses.
Description: Intro to Engineering Design (IED) is the foundation course of Project Lead the Way’s high school
engineering pathway. In IED students are introduced to the engineering profession and an engineering design process
that is a common approach to the solution of engineering problems. Utilizing the activity-project-problem-based
(APB) teaching and learning pedagogy, students will progress from completing structured activities to solving openended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and other
professional skills. Autodesk’s Inventor software is required for this course. Major course units include: the
Engineering Design Process, Technical Sketching and Drawing, Measurement and Statistics, Modeling Skills,
Geometry of Design, Reverse Engineering, and Documentation.
 A laptop which meets the requirements of Pallotti’s 1:1 Technology Policy is required.
 There is no textbook, but there is a lab fee of $50 for this class.

(H) Honors Intro to Engineering Design

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Diagnostic testing required. Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better in math and science courses.
Description: Intro to Engineering Design (IED) is the foundation course of Project Lead the Way’s high school
engineering pathway. In IED students are introduced to the engineering profession and an engineering design process
that is a common approach to the solution of engineering problems. Utilizing the activity-project-problem-based
(APB) teaching and learning pedagogy, students will progress from completing structured activities to solving openended projects and problems that require them to develop planning, documentation, communication, and other
professional skills. Autodesk’s Inventor software is required for this course. Major course units include: the
Engineering Design Process, Technical Sketching and Drawing, Measurement and Statistics, Modeling Skills,
Geometry of Design, Reverse Engineering, and Documentation. The honors level of the course will proceed at a
substantially faster pace and cover additional topics. The honors course prepares students for PLTW's "end of course
assessment", which is accepted for college credit at various universities nationwide.



A laptop which meets the requirements of Pallotti’s 1:1 Technology Policy is required.
There is no textbook, but there is a lab fee of $50 for this class.

(H) Honors Principles of Engineering

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Complete “Intro to Engineering Design.” Maintain a GPA of 3.0 or better in all math, science, and
engineering courses.
Description: Principles of Engineering (POE) is the second foundation course Project Lead the Way’s high school
engineering pathway. This survey course exposes students to some of the major concepts that they will encounter in a
postsecondary engineering course of study. Through problems that engage and challenge, students explore a broad
range of engineering topics, including mechanisms, the strength of materials and structures, automation, and
kinematics. The course applies and concurrently develops secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics,
science, and technology. By solving rigorous and relevant design problems using engineering and science concepts
within a collaborative learning environment, APB learning challenges students to continually hone their interpersonal
skills, creative abilities, and problem solving skills. Major course units include Energy and Power, Materials and
Structures, Control Systems, and Statistics and Kinematics. As an honors course, this class will proceed at a steady
pace and prepare students for PLTW's "end of course assessment", which is accepted for college credit at various
universities nationwide.
 A laptop which meets the requirements of Pallotti’s 1:1 Technology Policy is required.
 There is no textbook, but there is a lab fee of $50 for this class.

Note: The full engineering track tentatively includes the following courses:
Year 1:
Year 2:
Electives:

Introduction to Engineering Design
Principles of Engineering
Computer Integrated Manufacturing, Digital Electronics,
AP Computer Science Principles (Choose 2)

Business
Business

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This course will introduce students to what a business is, how it operates, and how it is managed. Students
will identify forms of ownership and the processes used in production and marketing, finance, personnel and
management in business operations. Developing business etiquette and professional mannerisms, as well as practicing
techniques for formal presentations provide additional preparation for students to advance in any career area.

Marketing

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This is a one semester course that is designed to give students an understanding of the role of marketing
in our free enterprise economy. Emphasis is placed on the seven functions of marketing in addition to self-assessment,
career exploration and job seeking skills, advertising, personal selling, fashion and visual merchandising. Student
multimedia presentations are an integral aspect of this program of study. Developing business etiquette and professional
mannerisms, as well as practicing techniques for formal presentations provide additional preparation for students to
advance in any career area.

Personal Finance

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: None. Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors.
Description: This is a one semester course designed to inform students of their financial responsibilities as citizens,
family members, consumers, and active participants in the business world. This course will provide students with ways
to maximize their earning potential, develop strategies for managing resources, explore skills for the wise use of credit,
and gain insight into the different ways of investing money. The emphasis will be on real-life situations and applications
so students can extend their knowledge of the consumer world in which they live. Topics of instruction will include:
choosing and planning your career; getting, keeping, and adapting to your job; pay, benefits and working conditions,
federal and state income taxes; budgets and financial records; checking accounts and other banking services;
investments; credit in America; housing costs; automobile costs; family decisions; personal risks and insurance;
property and liability insurance; and health and life insurance.

Student Assistance
Pallotti Transitions

(0.5 credit)

Prerequisites: Required for Freshmen.
Description: This one semester course is designed to successfully transition students to the ‘Pallotti way.’ Students will
start their high school career by learning about the Pallottine traditions of service and commitment to excellence.
Students will be encouraged to gaze into their future, learning about different career and educational paths and all the
ways high school is important to reaching those goals. The course will also explore computer usage in today’s world,
specifically addressing ethical and moral issues in the use of computers and the internet and how to deal with them
appropriately. They will also learn how to use the Internet and a variety of applications and programs as educational
tools. Students will also be counseled on study skills, research basics, note taking, and plagiarism.

Learning Center

(1.0 credit)

Prerequisites: Application and Departmental Approval.
Description: This is a highly specialized course for students with documented needs. Documentation must be current.
Students registering for this course must either be currently receiving Learning Center services, or must have the
approval of both the Guidance Department and the Assistant Principal for Academics. There is an additional fee
associated with enrollment in this course.

